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Hunterston Marine Yard – Marine Related 

Decommissioning. 

1.1 The Site 

The existing Peel Ports Hunterston Marine Construction Yard, shown below, lies on the Firth of Clyde, north of 

the EDF Hunterston Power Stations and west of the Hunterston Coal Terminal. The site is adjacent to the 

Offshore Wind Turbine Test Facility operated by SSE, but is otherwise vacant at present, although maintenance 

is ongoing. 

The site currently consists of a large scale dry dock with associated pumping infrastructure, laydown 

area/operational land and a hammerhead quay on the northern part of the construction yard with associated 

dredging activity.  Previously to provide egress from the dry dock it was necessary to dredge out the northwest 

facing bund area and then replace it, also through dredging, to close off the dock again. This is shown in the 

right hand picture below (Image from http://www.hunterston.eu/drydock).  

 

1.2 The Proposal  

The site is proposed to also allow reverse engineering and decommissioning of marine structures, oil industry 

structures, and obsolete vessels.  

Designs are in the process of being considered, however to provide a more functional facility and 

minimise/eliminate  impacts on the site surrounds a new more conventional purpose built access structure will 

be required. This is expected to consist of a concrete caisson type structure to allow ready access and egress to 

the dry dock. In addition it is expected that the existing quay will require extending and strengthening. The 

locations of these two features are shown in the image below.  

The shore based infrastructure requirement is also in development but is expected to include office 

accommodation, workshops, welfare facilities, waste storage areas, laydown areas and ancillary infrastructure. 
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1.3 Environmental Setting 

There are no local designations in the surrounding area that we are aware of presently.  

The construction yard site is bounded on the landward side (to south, east and north) by the Southannan 

Sands Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The Southannan Sands SSSI is notified for the intertidal sandflat 

habitats which make up Fairlie Sands, Southannan Sands and Hunterston Sands. Eelgrass is also mentioned 

with the SSSI citation as an important component of the SSSI. There are no bird or protected species 

designations in the site or surrounding area. 

The closest European designated site is the Renfrewshire Heights Special Protection Area (SPA) some 10km (six 

miles) to the northeast of Hunterston Marine Yard, which is designated for breeding hen harrier populations. 

1.4 Planning Consent Process   

There are two key aspects to obtaining planning consent: 

A. Application for variation of condition No.1 of Planning Permission (N/16/00268/PP)  from ‘the 

construction, repair and subsequent removal on completion of large marine related structures’ to 

include decommissioning/reverse engineering activity for such structures; and 

 

B. Consent for improvements to quay, creation of dock gates and shore based infrastructure. 

It is expected that particularly for consent under B above that assessment of potential environmental impacts 

may be required under the EIA Regulations.  It is noted that an application to Marine Scotland for consent to 

construct an extension of the quay and to potentially undertake a limited amount of dredging will also be 

required.   
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