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Dear Mr Greer 
 
Information Request – Peel Ports, Hunterston 
 
Thank you for your information request, which you forwarded to our Chief Executive, 
Francesca Osowska.  Ms Osowska has asked me to reply to you.  We have considered your 
request under the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (‘the EIRs’).  We 
apologise for the delay in sending our response, and for any inconvenience this has caused 
you 
 
Your Request 
 

“I am writing the raise the concerns of my constituents in regards to licensing of oil rig 
decommissioning by Peel Ports at Hunterston in North Ayrshire. 
 
I have written to SEPA, Marine Scotland and the Scottish Government regarding 
concerns over the lack of formal public consultation for the plans You'll also be aware 
that this-proposal is highly controversial amongst the local community and many 
residents with very serious concerns already – understandably - believe they are being 
ignored following North Ayrshire council decision not to require a full Environmental 
Impact Assessment as part of the planning process. 
 
I would like to request details of what discussions SNH have had to date with North 
Ayrshire Council regarding the need for an EIA for this project, what advice was given 
to the council by SNH, whether discussions were documented and what the outcome 
was? 
 
The potential risks of this proposal are high, and should warrant especially careful 
consideration of the evidence. In particular, I am aware of worries about the risk of 
pollutants inadvertently escaping into the air and the Clyde, and the impact of dredging 
upon the Site of Special Scientific Interest nearby.” 

 
Our Response 
 
North Ayrshire Council are the competent authority in this case for deciding on whether an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should be undertaken.  They called a pre-application 
EIA screening meeting to discuss the project and its potential impacts in order to help them 
come to a decision.   
 
We attended the screening meeting at the Hunterston site on 23 January 2017.  At the 
meeting we expressed the opinion that due to the scale, the introduction of new processes 
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and complex nature of the entire project, that it would be sensible to request the production of 
an EIA.  The structure of any EIA could be scoped to narrow down the range of environmental 
factors and impacts being considered.  At the conclusion of the meeting the Council indicated 
that they would consider the change of use application for the yard without an EIA of the 
entire project.  This meeting was not minuted, and North Ayrshire Council decided that an EIA 
would not be required. 
 
We are aware of the risks to the Southannan Sands Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 
however dust and other potential sources of pollution are under the control of SEPA through 
their Pollution Prevention Control and Waste Management licensing systems.  We have 
requested that SEPA take these risks into consideration when they consider the Waste 
Management Licence Application. 
 
We also responded to the planning application consultation from North Ayrshire Council to 
vary condition 1 of Planning Permission Reference: 16/00268/PP to allow use of site for 
decommissioning of large marine structures at Hunterston Construction Yard on 2 March 
2018.  The Hunterston Construction Yard site lies directly adjacent to the Southannan Sands 
SSSI which is notified for its intertidal sandflats habitat.  We stated in our response that: 
 

“This proposal could be progressed with mitigation measures.  However, the proposal 
could adversely affect natural heritage interests of national importance, and we 
therefore object to it unless it is made subject to the measures set out below: 
 

- The approval of “preventative measures to avoid pollution of the foreshore”, 
required under Condition 2 of permission 16/00268/PP prior to the 
recommencement of the development, must be done in consultation with 
SNH.  These measures must include full details of the mitigation that will be 
implemented during the construction and operation of the site to ensure 
that they adequately manage the risk of any pollution entering the SSSI.” 

 
I have also attached a copy of our response to the planning application consultation from 
North Ayrshire Council to vary condition 1 of Planning Permission 16/00268/PP. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you require any further information from us on this 
matter. 
 
How We Handled Your Request 
 
We believe you have asked for environmental information as defined in the Environmental 
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (‘the EIRs’), so we are dealing with your request 
under those regulations.  To be able to use the EIRs, we must apply an exemption under 
section 39(2) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (‘FOISA’).  The Scottish 
Information Commissioner’s guidance recommends that public authorities apply this 
exemption to environmental information and handle requests under the EIRs.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the access to information legislation, there is a 
guidance booklet available on the Scottish Information Commissioner’s website: 
 
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.aspx?lID=5487&sID=5024. 
 
Review and Appeal 
 
I hope this information meets your requirements but if you are dissatisfied with how we have 
responded to your information request, please write to us within 40 working days explaining 
your concerns.  You can contact us at Battleby, Redgorton, Perth, PH1 3EW or email us at 
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FOI@nature.scot.  We will carry out a review of our response and contact you with our 
findings within 20 working days. 
 
If you are not satisfied following this, you can make an appeal to the Scottish Information 
Commissioner.  The Scottish Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
Scottish Information Commissioner 
Kinburn Castle 
Doubledykes Road 
St Andrews 
Fife 
KY16 9DS 
 
Online appeal service: www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal  
 
Website: http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/  
 
Telephone: 01334 464610 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Rhoda Davidson 
 
Rhoda Davidson 
Information Officer 
FOI@nature.scot 
 


